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In  Ar t ,  pe r fo rmance  and  soc ia l  poe t i c s :  con tempora ry  Japanese  pe r spec t i ves  we cons ide r  the  

in te r re la t ionsh ip  o f  a r t i s t i c  p rac t i ces  w i th  commun i t y  even t s ,  cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i sm  and  peop le ’ s  

expe r iences  o f  eve ryday  l i f e  i n  Japan .   How a re  these  expe r iences  rep resen ted  in  the  a r t s  and  

wha t  a re  the  p laces ,  peop le  and  p rob lems  tha t  a re  mot i va t ing  a r t i s t s ?   I s  the re  ev idence  fo r  a  

soc ia l  poe t i c s  tha t  p roduc t i ve l y  re th inks  po l i t i c s  i n  Japan  and  mean ing fu l l y  connec t s  a r t i s t i c  

p rac t i ces  w i th  commun i t i e s?   W ha t  a re  the  aes the t i c  and  d ramatu rg i ca l  s t r a teg ies  tha t  have  been  

emerg ing  in  Japan  ove r  the  l a s t  decade?    

 

•  A f t e r n o o n  s y m p o s i u m  w i th  papers  by  Pete r  Eckersa l l ,  Mar i l yn  Ivy ,  Thomas  

Looser ,  M iwako Tezuka ,  and Midor i  Yamamura .  

•  E v e n i n g  a r t i s t  t a l k  w i th  Ak i ra  Takayama (per fo rmance and ins ta l la t ion  a r t i s t ,  

a r t i s t i c  d i rec tor  Por t  B ,  Tokyo )  and  Ke i j i rô  Suga  (poet  and  wr i te r ,  p resente r  o f  

the  2016  Sen  Lectu re ) .    

 

A l l  e v e n t s  a r e  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

 

O r g a n i z e d  b y  M a r i l y n  I v y  ( C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y )  a n d  P e t e r  E c k e r s a l l  ( T h e  G r a d u a t e  C e n t r e  C U N Y ) .  H o s t e d  

a n d  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  D o n a l d  K e e n e  C e n t e r  o f  J a p a n e s e  C u l t u r e  a t  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  

t h e  M a r t i n  E  S e g a l  T h e a t r e  C e n t e r ,  C U N Y .  
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